
66 | Ministry of Transport, Public Works and Water Management Road Traffic Signs and Regulations in the Netherlands | 67

J13
Level crossing with 	
two or more tracks

J12
Level crossing with 

single track

J17
Road narrows on 	

both sides

J9
Roundabout

J14
Tram (crossing) ahead

J18
Road narrows on 	

the right side

J10
Level crossing with 	

barrier or gates ahead

J15
Opening or swing 

bridge ahead

J19
Road narrows on 	

the left side

J11
Level crossing without 
barrier or gates ahead

J16
Road works ahead

J8
Dangerous crossing

J5
Double bend, first to left

J6
Steep hill upward

J7
Steep hill downward

J4
Double bend, first 

to right

J1
Uneven road

J2
Bend to right

J3
Bend to left

J	
Warning signs

H1
Built-up area

H2
End of built-up area

H	
Built-up area
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J37
Danger. (Details of the 

danger are shown on the 
plate beneath)

J36
Risk of ice or snow

J38
Road hump

J33
Queues likely

J34
Danger of accidents

J35
Reduced visibility because 

of snow, rain or fog

J32
Traffic lights

J25
Loose chippings

J24
Cyclists and moped 

riders

J29
Two-way traffic

J21
School crossing

J26
Quayside or river bank

J30
Low-flying 	

aircraft

J22
Pedestrian crossing

J27
Wild animals

J31
Side winds

J23
Pedestrians

J28
Livestock

J20
Slippery road
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K8
Signposts (multiple) 

for cyclists and moped 
riders showing inter
mediary destinations 

and indicating an 
alternative route (in 
italics) to one of the 

destinations

K7
Signposts for cyclists and 

moped riders (finger posts) 	
showing local and intermediary 

destinations, municipal cycle 
route numbers (above) and 

showing intermediary desti-
nations and intermediary cycle 

route numbers (below)

02

K4
High level motorway information sign showing lane instructions 	

for through traffic and exit panel showing intermediary destinations, 	
with the motorway number and European route numbers

K5
Non-motorway advance 

information panel 	
showing intermediary 

destinations, road 	
numbers, a viaduct 

symbol and a sign for an 
industrial zone

K6
Non-motorway 	

information panels 
showing intermediary 

destinations and 
non-motorway road 

numbers

K1
Low level motorway 	

information sign 	
showing both main 	

and intermediary 	
destinations and the 
motorway number

K2
Advance warning sign for an exit on a motorway 

showing the distance to the exit, the exit number, 
destinations after the exit (top destination is the name 

of the exit), direction to aerodrome/airport and the 
non-motorway road number 

K3
Information sign 	

for exit to motorway 
service area, showing 

the name of the rest area 
and symbols for 	

the services offered

K	
Direction signs
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K12
Local signpost within a 
built-up area showing 

names of individual 	
districts (in traffic areas)

K11
Lane instructions on a	
non-motorway high
way. Panel showing 

intermediary destina-
tions, road numbers 
and directions to a 

motorway

K9
Diversion with 

alternative route 
shown on an advance 

warning panel for 
a non-motorway 

highway

K13
Signpost within a	

built-up area showing	
district numbers	
(in traffic areas)

K10
Advance warning panel 
within a built-up area 

showing an intermediary 
destination, local destina-
tions, local tourist sights, 

local facilities and road 
numbers through the town

K14
Route for the	

conveyance of	
hazardous materials

L	
Information

L1
No vehicles over height 

shown

L5
End of lane

L2
Pedestrian crossing

L6
Lane fork

L3
Bus stop / tram stop

L7
Number of through 

lanes

L4
Get in lane

T
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L17
Fire extinguisher

L18
Emergency telephone 
and fire extinguisher

L19
Nearest exit or second 

nearest exits in the 
directions and at the 
distances indicated 	

on the sign

L16
Emergency telephone

L13
Model sign traffic 

tunnel

L14
Hard shoulder

L15
Hard shoulder equipped 

with emergency telephone 
and fire extinguisher

L12
Information on panel - 
applies only to the lane 

indicated

L9
Advance warning of a 
no through road for 

vehicles

L10
Advance warning of 

traffic information for 
the direction shown

L11
Information on panel 

applies only to the 
lane(s) indicated

L8
No through road for 

vehicles
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Appendix 2 
Signals by authorised 
persons

General stop signals

Stop signal for traffic 
approaching from both 

front and behind

Signal to reduce speed

Stop signal for traffic 
approaching from 

the front

Stop signal for traffic 
approaching from 

the right

Stop signal given 	
by lollipop lady using 

the sign F 10

Stop signal for traffic 
approaching from 

behind

Stop signal for traffic for 
traffic in free-moving 
lanes. Traffic in other 
lanes to proceed with 

caution. Clear the 
junction
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Appendix 3 
Definitions

Article 1
For the purpose of the present Decree and all 
provisions that flow from it, the meaning of the 
following terms shall be as follows:
Act: The Road Traffic Act 1994;
Ambulance: motor vehicle, equipped and intended 
to be used for ambulance transport as referred to 	
in the Dutch law on conveyance by ambulance 
(Ambulance Transport Act);
Animal ambulance: motor vehicle, equipped and 
intended to be used for the transport of sick or 
wounded animals;
Bicycles with pedal assistance: bicycles equipped 
with an electric assisting engine with a nominal 
continuous maximum output of 0.25 kW and whose 
propulsion is gradually reduced and ultimately 
interrupted when the vehicle reaches the speed of 	
25 km/h, or sooner, if the driver stops pedalling 
(Road Traffic Act);
Bus: a motor vehicle designed to carry more than 
eight persons, excluding the driver;
Bus lane: a division of the carriageway marked by 
broken or continuous lines and indicated by the 
word ‘BUS’ or ‘SCHEDULED BUS’;
Bus route: a traffic route indicated by the word ‘BUS’ 
or ‘SCHEDULED BUS’; 
Carriageway: any part of the road specifically 
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intended to be used by road vehicles and excluding 
footpaths and cycle or moped tracks; 
Commercial vehicle: as indicated in article 1.1, part h, 
of the Vehicle Regulations;
Competent authorities: those authorities defined in 
article 18, subsection 1 of the Act;
Continuous carriageway: a carriageway without entry 
and exit lanes;
Cycle lane: divisions of the main carriageway clearly 
marked by broken or continuous lines and showing 
depictions of a bicycle;
Day: the period between sunrise and sunset;
Divider: an area having several corners, on the road 
surface, at points where roads merge or diverge;
Driver of a motor vehicle:
1	 any person in charge of a motor vehicle, or
2	 where the motor vehicle in question is one 
requiring a category B, C, D or E license or where the 
vehicle has dual controls and the driver is giving 
driving tuition or conducting an official driving test 
other than a test such as is described 	
in Article 131, part 1 of the Road Traffic Act 1994;
Drivers: all road users excepting pedestrians;
Emergency vehicle: a motor vehicle fitted with 
acoustic and visual alarm signals as described in 
Article 29;
Entry lane: a section of road that is separated by 
markings from the main carriageway that is intended 
to be used by drivers joining the main carriageway; 
Exit lane: a section of road that is separated by 
markings from the main carriageway that is intended 
to be used by drivers leaving the main carriageway; 
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Facility for lying down: facility for lying down as 
indicated in Article 1.1 of the Vehicle Regulations;
Give-way road markings: priority triangles on the 
carriageway surface; 
Giving priority: allowing certain drivers to proceed 
without obstructing their way; 
Goods vehicle: a motor vehicle with a maximum 
permitted weight of more than 3500 kg not intended 
for carrying passengers;
Hard shoulder or refuge sections: areas at the edges 
of motorway or main highway carriageways divided 
by an unbroken line from the main part of the 
carriageway intended for use in emergencies, except 
for the period that it is open as a rush-hour lane; 
Illuminated transparency: as indicated in article 1.1, 
part bb1, of the Vehicle Regulations;
Invalid carriage: a vehicle that is specifically designed 
to be driven by a disabled driver and is not wider than 
1.10 metres, which has no engine or is fitted with an 
engine designed to restrict the maximum speed to 	
45 km/h, and which is not a moped;
Junction: A crossing or a division of roads, lanes and 
carriageways;
Level crossing: an intersection point of a road and a 
railway track designated by the sign J12 or J13;
Local traffic: drivers whose destinations include one or 
more specific local stops that are located on or in the 
direct vicinity of a main road that is closed to certain 
categories of vehicles and that can only be reached by 
these routes and also drivers of scheduled buses;
Main highway: a road designated by sign G3; parking 
areas, filling stations and bus stops located along 
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motorways are not regarded as being part of the 
motorway;
Microcar: a moped having more than two wheels and 
having a compartment for the driver;
Military Convoy: a number of military vehicles or 
alternatively a number of emergency services vehicles 
driving in the form of a convoy and under the control 
of a single commander, bearing identifying 
markings;
Moped:
a.	a motor vehicle on two wheels, with a maximum 
speed limited by its design to 45 km/h, equipped with 
an internal combustion engine with a maximum 
cylinder capacity of 50 cc or an electric motor with a 
nominal continuous maximum output of 4 kW, that 
is not an invalid carriage;
b.	a motor vehicle on three wheels, with a maximum 
speed limited by its design of 45 km/h, that is not an 
invalid carriage, equipped with:
1.	an engine with electric ignition and a maximum 
cylinder capacity of 50 cc; 
2.	an internal combustion engine and a net maxi-
mum output of 4 kW for engines other than those 
indicated in 1, or 
3.	an electric motor with a nominal continuous 
maximum output of 4 kW; or 
c.	a motor vehicle on four wheels that is not an 
invalid carriage, with a maximum speed limited 	
by its design to 45 km/h and an unladen weight of 
less than 350 kg, not including the weight of the 
batteries in electric vehicles, equipped with:
1.	an engine with electric ignition with a maximum 
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cylinder capacity of 50 cc; 
2.	an internal combustion engine and a net maxi-
mum output of 4 kW for engines other than those 
indicated in 1, or 
3. an electric motor with a nominal continuous 
maximum output of 4 kW. In any event, a vehicle 
designated as a moped according to the registration 
issued will be considered a moped (Road Traffic Act); 
Motor-assisted bicycle: a moped that, according to 
the information in the register or the registration 
issued for the vehicle, is designed for a maximum 
speed not exceeding 25 km/h; or a moped as 
indicated in Article 1, part one, section (e), sub-
section (d) of the act;
Motor-assisted trailer bicycle: moped on three 
symmetrical wheels, with two front wheels with a 
diameter exceeding 0.40 m, designed exclusively to 
transport a driver/rider and goods and possibly a 
passenger seated behind the rider/driver;
Motorcycle: a motor vehicle on two wheels, which 
can have a side-car or pull a trailer; 
Motorised Funeral Procession: a procession formed 
by motorised vehicles that is accompanying a body as 
indicated in Article 2, first part, section a, of the 
Burial and Cremation Act or the ash of a cremated 
body and is displaying the identification marks as 
indicated in Article 30c;
Motor vehicles: all motorised vehicles except 
mopeds, bicycles with pedal assistance and invalid 
carriages, intended to travel other than on rails;
Motorway: a road designated by sign G 1; parking 
areas, filling stations and bus stops located along 
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motorways are not regarded as being part of the 
motorway;
Night: the period between sunset and sunrise;
No thoroughfare indication: an indication that 
access to the road in question is prohibited and the 
road may not be used;
Parking: Stopping and leaving a vehicle for a purpose 
other than that of allowing passengers to board or to 
alight or to load or unload goods; 
Parking areas or parking lanes: a paved strip 
alongside the main carriageway that is intended 	
for stationary or parked vehicles;
Passenger car: as indicated in article 1.1, part at, 
of the Vehicle Regulations;
Road edges: the cambered edges of a carriageway; 
Road traffic: all road users;
Road users: pedestrians, cyclists, moped riders, 
drivers of invalid carriages, motor vehicles or trams, 
horse riders, persons accompanying animals or cattle 
and drivers of horse-drawn or other wagons;
Rush-hour lane: the shoulder designated as a traffic 
lane according to sign C23-01;
Safety Cell: Part of the structure of a moped, a motor-
cycle or three-wheeled motor vehicle that protects 
the rider or passengers from head injury;
Seat: a structure especially constructed for that 
purpose and providing space for an adult. This may be 
an individual seat as well as part of a bench providing 
space for one person. An improvised seat or a seat for 
use while stationary is not classified as a seat;
Services for emergency medical assistance: 
ambulance services permitted under the Ambulance 
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Transport Act to provide ambulance transport, as 
well as vehicles equipped for that purpose of other 
assistance services providing first-response 
emergency assistance as instructed by a central 
location as indicated in Article 1 of the Ambulance 
Transport Act; 
Scheduled bus: a motor vehicle designed for the 
public carriage of persons in the sense of the Carriage 
of Persons Act 2000;
T100 bus: a bus designated by a marking on its 
registration or in the register as having been 
configured as eligible for a maximum speed of 100 
kilometres per hour.
Equivalent to a T100 bus as described in this decree is 
a bus registered in another European Union member 
state, or a state that is not a member of the European 
Union but which is a party to a Convention to that 
effect or partly to that effect and which is binding on 
the Netherlands, and regarding which the 
registration or a statement issued by an independent 
testing authority, issued based on investigations 
offering a level of protection at least equivalent to 
the level assumed by national investigations, 
indicates that the bus is suitable for a maximum 
speed of 100 kilometres per hour;
Three-wheeled motor vehicle: three-wheeled motor 
vehicle as intended in article 1.1 section q of the 
Vehicle Regulations;
Traffic lane: sections of the carriageway divided by 
means of appropriate markings into lanes of such a 
width that vehicles having more than two wheels can 
travel between the markings; 
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Traffic director: Traffic director with traffic directing 
duties as part of his or her profession: traffic director 
who carries out traffic control activities as part of his 
or her profession, as opposed to a traffic escort or 
traffic supervisor whose role is to carry out simple 
traffic control work during events;
Trailer: vehicles that are pulled by another vehicle or are 
clearly intended to be so pulled, including semi-trailers;
Van: a motor vehicle intended to carry goods, with a 
permitted maximum weight of no more than 3500 kg;
Vehicles: bicycles, mopeds, invalid carriages, motor 
vehicles, trams and lorries.

Article 2
1	 The rules for pedestrians are also to be applied 	
to drivers of invalid carriages where these travel 	
on the footpath or pavement or use a pedestrian 
crossing to cross from one footpath or pavement to 
the other.
2	 In addition, the rules for pedestrians are also to 	
be applied to persons who are pushing a bicycle, 	
a moped or a motor-assisted bicycle and also to 
persons who are propelling themselves along by 
other means than a vehicle (e.g. roller skates, ice 
skates etc.).
3	 The rules for wagons and carts are also to be 
applied to people walking in processions, marches 
and groups whey they are on the public highway.

Article 2a
The rules for motor vehicles and drivers of motor 
vehicles are to be applied to microcars and the drivers 
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of microcars and not the rules that apply to mopeds 
and riders of mopeds, unless otherwise stipulated.
Article 2b
Unless stated elsewhere to the contrary, the rules for 
bicycles and cyclists shall be applied to motor-assisted 
bicycles and riders of motor-assisted bicycles and not 
the rules that apply to mopeds and riders of mopeds.
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